
Wildlife Wong series 
Wildlife Wong is a nine-part nonfiction series suitable for Years 4-7. 

Each book follows the interactions of Malaysian biologist and Tropical Ecologist Dr Wong Siew Te with different 
rainforest species and systems. The first three books have been released. They are titled: 

1. Wildlife Wong and the Sun Bear 
2. Wildlife Wong and the Orangutan 
3. Wildlife Wong and the Pygmy Elephant  

   

 
Engaging students across disciplines 
Each book in the series includes: 

 Nonfiction narrative about Wong and the chosen animal 
 Scientific information and research about the chosen animal 
 Experiments which enable the student to expand scientific skills and engage with the narrative in an 

experiential way 
 Engaging sketches and photographs 
 Downloadable Nature Journal pages and cover template to record their own lives 

Section 1: Narrative Section 2: Scientific 
information  

Section 3: Experiments  

  
 

 



 

Australian curriculum priorities  
 

All Wildlife Wong books integrate nonfiction narrative with scientific knowledge, scientific vocabulary and hands-on 
investigation. Broadly speaking, they address the Australian curriculum priorities of Asia, Australia’s engagement 
with Asia, and sustainability. More specifically, the series is aligned with the following criteria in Years 4-7: 

 

Year 4 Curriculum alignment 
 

English Science 
In Years 3 and 4, students interact with peers and 
teachers from other classes and schools in a range 
of face-to-face and online/virtual environments. 
 
They listen to, read, view and interpret spoken, 
written and multimodal texts in which the primary 
purpose is aesthetic, as well as texts designed to 
inform and persuade. 
 
Informative texts include content of increasing 
complexity and technicality about topics of interest 
and topics being studied in other areas of the 
curriculum. 
 

 Understand differences between the 
language of opinion and feeling and the 
language of factual reporting or 
recording (ACELA1489 - Scootle ) 

 
 Understand how texts vary in complexity 

and technicality depending on the 
approach to the topic, the purpose and the 
intended audience (ACELA1490 - Scootle ) 

 
 Incorporate new vocabulary from a range 

of sources into students’ own texts 
including vocabulary encountered in 
research (ACELA1498 - Scootle ) 

 
 Identify characteristic features used in 

imaginative, informative and persuasive 
texts to meet the purpose of 
the text (ACELY1690 - Scootle ) 

Students begin to appreciate that living things form part of 
systems.  
 
Students apply their knowledge to make predictions based 
on interactions within systems, including those involving 
the actions of humans.  
 

 Living things have life cycles (ACSSU072 - 
Scootle ). 

 
 Living things depend on each other and 

the environment to survive (ACSSU073 - Scootle ) 
 

 Earth’s surface changes over time as a result of 
natural processes and human activity (ACSSU075 
- Scootle ) 

 
 Science knowledge helps people to understand 

the effect of their actions (ACSHE062 - Scootle ) 
 

 

  

http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELA1489
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELA1490
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELA1498
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELY1690
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACSSU072
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACSSU072
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACSSU073
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACSSU075
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACSSU075
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACSHE062


Year 5 Curriculum alignment 
 

English Science 
Literary texts explore themes of interpersonal 
relationships and ethical dilemmas within real-world 
settings. 
 
Informative texts supply technical and content 
information about a wide range of topics of interest 
as well as topics being studied in other areas of the 
curriculum. 
 
Interpreting, analysing and evaluating text 
structures and language features used in 
imaginative and persuasive texts. 
 

 Understand how to move beyond making 
bare assertions and take account of 
differing perspectives and points 
of view (ACELA1502 - Scootle ) 
 

 Understand how texts vary in purpose, 
structure and topic as well as the degree of 
formality (ACELA1504 - Scootle ) 
 
 

 Understand the use of vocabulary to 
express greater precision of meaning, and 
know that words can have different 
meanings in different contexts (ACELA1512 
- Scootle ) 

In Year 5, students are introduced to cause and effect 
relationships through an exploration of adaptations of 
living things and how this links to form and function.  
 

 Living things have structural features and 
adaptations that help them to survive in 
their environment (ACSSU043 - Scootle ) 
 

 Scientific knowledge is used to solve problems 
and inform personal and community 
decisions (ACSHE083 - Scootle ) 
 

 Communicate ideas, explanations and processes 
using scientific representations in a variety of 
ways, including multi-modal texts (ACSIS093 - 
Scootle ) 

 

 

  

http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELA1502
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELA1504
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELA1512
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELA1512
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACSSU043
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACSHE083
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACSIS093
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACSIS093


 

Year 6 Curriculum alignment 
 

English Science 
Literary texts explore themes of interpersonal 
relationships and ethical dilemmas within real-world 
and fantasy settings. 
 
Wildlife Wong books are in alignment with the 
current text used: Moon Bear Rescue – Kim Dale  
 

 Understand how authors often innovate 
on text structures and play with language 
features to achieve particular aesthetic, 
humorous and persuasive purposes and 
effects (ACELA1518 - Scootle ) 
 

 Identify and explain how analytical images 
like figures, tables, diagrams, maps and 
graphs contribute to our understanding of 
verbal information in factual and 
persuasive texts (ACELA1524 - Scootle ) 
 

 
 Free nature journals ‘Make connections 

between students’ own experiences and 
those of characters and events represented 
in texts drawn from different historical, 
social and cultural contexts’ (ACELT1613 - 
Scootle ) 

 Evaluate characteristics that define 
an author’s individual style (ACELT1616 - 
Scootle ) 
 

 Participate in and contribute to discussions, 
clarifying and interrogating ideas, 
developing and supporting arguments, 
sharing and evaluating information, 
experiences and opinions (ACELY1709 - 
Scootle ) 
 
 

 Analyse strategies authors use to influence 
readers (ACELY1801 - Scootle ) 

Wildlife Wong and the Sun Bear includes an 
experiment which teaches children to make 
electricity from a potato. This is directly aligned 
with the following: 
 
Students learn about transfer and transformations 
of electricity. They continue to develop an 
understanding of energy flows through systems. 
 
Students link their experiences of electric circuits as 
a system at one scale to generation of electricity 
from a variety of sources at another scale and begin 
to see links between these systems.  
 
Students develop a view of Earth as a dynamic 
system, in which changes in one aspect of the 
system impact on other aspects; similarly, they see 
that the growth and survival of living things are 
dependent on matter and energy flows within a 
larger system. 
 

 The growth and survival of living things are 
affected by physical conditions of 
their environment (ACSSU094 - Scootle ) 

 
 Electrical energy can be transferred and 

transformed in electrical circuits and can be 
generated from a range of 
sources (ACSSU097 - Scootle ) 

 
 Scientific knowledge is used to solve 

problems and inform personal and 
community decisions (ACSHE100 - Scootle ) 

 
 Communicate ideas, explanations and 

processes using scientific representations in 
a variety of ways, including multi-modal 
texts (ACSIS110 - Scootle ) 

 

 

  

http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELA1518
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELA1524
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELT1613
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELT1613
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELT1616
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELT1616
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELY1709
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELY1709
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELY1801
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACSSU094
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACSSU097
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACSHE100
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACSIS110


Year 7 Curriculum alignment 
 

English Science 
Literary texts are drawn from a range of realistic, 
fantasy, speculative fiction and historical genres and 
involve some challenging and unpredictable plot 
sequences and a range of non-stereotypical 
characters.  
 
Texts explore themes of interpersonal relationships 
and ethical dilemmas within real-world and fictional 
settings and represent a variety of perspectives. 
 

 Recognise and analyse the ways that 
characterisation, events and settings are 
combined in narratives, and discuss the 
purposes and appeal of different 
approaches (ACELT1622 - Scootle ) 

 

Students explore the diversity of life on Earth and 
continue to develop their understanding of the role 
of classification in ordering and organising 
information.  
 
They use and develop models such as food chains, 
food webs and the water cycle to represent and 
analyse the flow of energy and matter through 
ecosystems and explore the impact of changing 
components within these systems. 
 

 Classification helps organise the diverse 
group of organisms (ACSSU111 - Scootle ) 

 
 Interactions between organisms, including 

the effects of human activities can be 
represented by food chains and food 
webs (ACSSU112 - Scootle ) 

 
 Scientific knowledge has changed peoples’ 

understanding of the world and is refined 
as new evidence becomes 
available (ACSHE119 - Scootle ) 

 
 Science knowledge can develop through 

collaboration across the disciplines of 
science and the contributions of people 
from a range of cultures (ACSHE223 - 
Scootle ) 

 
 Solutions to contemporary issues that are 

found using science and technology, may 
impact on other areas of society and may 
involve ethical considerations (ACSHE120 - 
Scootle ) 

 
 

http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELT1622
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACSSU111
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACSSU112
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACSHE119
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACSHE223
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACSHE223
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACSHE120
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACSHE120
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